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SUBJECT: HOST GOVERNMENT REACTION TO SOVIET TRIALS 

REF: STATE 178559 

1 . TRIALS OF SOVIET DISSIDENT HAVE NOT PRODUCED ANY LOCAL PRESS 
COMMENTARY HERE. MEDIA COVERAGE HAS BEEN LIMITED EXCLUSIVELY 
TO WIRE SERVICE STORIES ORIGINATING IN WASHINGTON, LONDON, 
SANTIAGO AND OTHER CAPITALS. NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS HAVE BREN 
MADE BY ANY GON OR OPPOSITION FIGURES. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF A PRIVATE LUNCH ON 15 JULY WITH 
PRESIDENT SOMOZA, THE AMB RECEIVED EXTREMELY 
FAVORABLE REACTION TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S STRONG 
STATEMENTS ON THE TRIALS OF DISSIDENTS. SOMOZA INTER- 
PRETED THIS AS A SIGN THAT THE USG WAS NOT ONLY 
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CRITICIZING FRIENDS ON HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS. FULLER 
DETAILS TO BE REPORTED SEPTEL. 
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